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For the angler in your life, salt and pepper shakers that look like fishing reels. / Photo courtesy of Capt. Paul Warren of Uniquely Nautical 

Written by  Jim Hutchinson  

Special to the Islander 

Matt Mottershead, who works at Tony's Bait and Tackle, holds an umbrella 

lure that is used to catch striped bass. / Photo courtesy of Jim Hutchinson 

Some of you may recall that I recently issued a call for suggestions for Christmas presents for 
anglers. I figured this could work in two ways. 

It would give people some ideas what to buy for the fishermen on their list. I also figured that it 
might be a way for someone to get the idea out publically telling what they would like to get for 
Christmas. 



I was deluged with ideas and had to cover this in two columns. Last week, I concentrated on ideas 
for stocking stuffers, and this week I will take a look at larger items. 

The suggestion I received that most surprised me was from Capt. Paul and Mary Warren in 
Redington Beach, Fla. They sent me a picture of a pair of salt and pepper shakers that look just like 
fishing reels. If you are interested, their website is www.UniquelyNautical.com 

Closer to home, Matt Mottershead from Tony’s Bait and Tackle in Manahawkin suggested an 
umbrella trolling lure with rubber eels for anglers who enjoy trolling for striped bass in the ocean. 
He said that these lures were very effective this past fall, and a fisherman who trolls for bass can 
always use another one. 

Capt. Lindsay Fuller of the June Bug in Beach Haven is touting fishing tools made by Mustad that 
are special polished “316” stainless steel. He said that his supply of tools including pliers soaked in 
some nasty salt water for weeks after Hurricane Sandy. After a good bath in the dishwasher, they 
all worked perfectly. 

He especially likes their multi-purpose tool which costs less than $10. 

Sue from Surf City Bait and Tackle has an original idea. Like most owners of bait and tackle shops, 
Sue thinks that gift certificates are always a good idea for a Christmas gift. This way the recipient 
can pick exactly what he or she wants for fishing. 

Sue takes that a little farther by suggesting a “certificate of promise” which is earmarked to 
purchase next year’s beach buggy passes or LBI Surf Fishing Classic registration. It would be a 
promissory note to be redeemed when it is time to spend it. 

“Fish Head Greg” from Fisherman’s Headquarters in Ship Bottom has some good ideas for gifts. 
Thinking winter and cold weather, Greg mentions that Fisherman’s Headquarters has a large 
selection of good foul weather gear along with quality gloves and boots  to keep your hands and 
feet warm. He also has some neoprene gear which is great for cold weather. 

While speaking of cold weather gear, Capt. Brett Taylor suggests a Simms ProDry Goretex jacket 
which provides the ultimate weather protection. Brett says it is windproof, waterproof. He adds he 
loves it for the boat, beach, and jetty. 

Dan Yaniro from Captain’s Quarters Bait and Tackle has a great suggestion for the surf fisherman 
on your list. He likes the beach carts with 4 rod holders, a cutting boat, along with space for a small 
cooler and a tackle box. With its wheels, the cart makes traveling  to and from the beach much 
easier when carrying a load of gear. 

Margaret O’Brien from Jingles Bait and Tackle has several suggestions. She says that a surf 
fisherman can always use another sand spike. In addition, coolers eventually wear out, and 
fishermen always can use another good Igloo cooler . 

Matt and Maryann Kliminski from Task Marine at Nacote Creek marina in Port Republic say they 
are always thinking safety. They suggest a handheld VHF radio to provide an element of safety as a 
backup on your boat or any boat you might be on. 

Speaking of safety, Capt. John Lewis of the Insatiable recommends a personal locater beacon. He 
says that either as a backup or your primary device, “It is a great investment in safety.” 



Dave Schuda at The Boat Shop in Manahawkin has a couple of different ideas. He carries beanbags 
which are used for seating for offshore fishermen making the trip to the canyons on smaller boats. 
They are made of a heavy gauge vinyl. 

Dave also says he has a great selection of tide clocks. 

I even got a couple of suggestions for books for fishermen. Capt. Steve Purul suggests giving your 
angler some winter reading dealing with fishing and nautical themes. Greg from Fisherman’s 
Headquarters says he has some good fishing books “from A to Z.” 

Finally, Capt. Carl Sheppard suggest picking up some nautical charts for our fishing area “since 
they are about to be discontinued by the US Printing Office. 

I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and wonderful holiday season 
for you and your family. 

 

 


